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touble.

The Ieas_'o_n is simple. The state’s population

“Silver Spriﬁgs, so named for the silvery sand

" [ Theresults _ _ ‘
~ thatare poliuted and dwin-
-+ dling water supplies.

“of the degradation listed -;
‘in the report by the'Florida

recent report by a state Senate.c'omniitte_e‘
pointed out the obvious: Florida’s rivers,
. lakes, springs and water supply are in

has doubled since 1980 and

~ 1s projected to double again .
. inanptherd0years.:: '~ '.°

‘The state’s environment .~
simply:can't handle that. =

-~ ‘manypeople and remain -

‘healthy.:

are waterways

- Thisis justone example

Senate Select Cominittee .
on Florida's Inland Waters
released last week: .

once clearly visible through the clear blue water,

isbecoming choked with

most of the eel grass and other submerged plant

life,”

The reportjust as eas

green algae that covers .

ily could have described
the 5t. Johns River turning green because of RN
algal blooms fed by an overload of nutrients,

- While we in North Florida have been critical
- of Central Florida’s plan to rely on the St. Johns
. for its water supply, it turns out that utilities here
~for'water. : ' . R
. The St. Johns River Water Management Dis-
trict assures that protecting the environment .
“will be the top priority in developing alternative
©watersupplies, . TN
- That's not alot of comfort sinck the state's wa-
_tei management districts and the Departinent
~-of Environmental Protection were supposed-to
. be protecting the environmentwhile the mess.

"‘mayturn to Black Creek and the St. Marys River

‘we'reinwasallowedto happen.. - = .
. Clearly the best course of action is conserva-
tion, including better reuse of treated waste-
- water for such things as irrigating golf courses,
‘which, according to figures provided by the St. -
“Johns River Water Management District, used =~
49 millions gallons of ground water and surface
~water a:dayin 2008 in the district’s 18 counties.
- Agriculture js another big user, with 332 mil-
lion gallons a day for irrigation. Better methods,
such as drip irrigation, would reducethat.

. Anotheér major user is all of us,

. “Water efficient appliances would cut that use

- down: Sowould cisterns designed to.capture
“rainwater. And we couild stop-pouring 50 percent

i of the water taken from the Floridan aguifer i

“What can prevent things from getting worse | . onto iandscaping.

‘as more and more people pile into Florida? - __
- The'comumittee’s repoit echoes recomimen-
. dations made by the'state’s water managers: -

‘apgressive water conservation; more reuse of

treated wastewater, de

water supplies..

velopment of alternative. .

Included in that last option is taking hundreds

of millions of gallons of water a day'out of the

- state's waterways to meet the demand of more
growth, possibly putting the health of those, . =~

. waterways inperil. .. © - e

o -'rbn.!itfiehgée@jack_sqnviiié._cdrili

. -Justlike the Seniate committee report, water
- “management district officials are preaching
_ .conservation thesedays. = o0

- However, they say that won't be enoughto -

- meet the demand for water that will come with

_ growih sothe idea of taking water from sources

like the St.Johns River will have to come into

.. play, With concerted effort, they.can be proved s

Cowrong. oL

(904) 359-4284
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“THE THING RING
[ TONES, MARK, IS THAT

WHILE SOME OF THEM

ARE EVERGREENS, OTHERS |
- ARE VERY PERISHABLE. F

TONE WAS £ HUGE T 1
| 07 BUT DROFPED OFF THE
CHARTS COMPLETELY I ‘081
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